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democratizing of political institutions rapidly proceeded,
and with this process went the development of a democratic
and national system of primary education, free, secular,
and compulsory for all children under thirteen.7 Whereas
previously education had been under the provinces, meagrely
provided in most instances by private and denominational
schools, the abolition of the provinces facilitated the intro-
duction of a new and more comprehensive system, financed
by the central government. The secularized and common
school has since then helped to promote social cohesion and
also to unify the community intellectually. The experiment
was not without influence elsewhere in the Empire. The
British Education Act of 1902, it has been pointed out, was
partly inspired by a Fabian tract, The Education Muddle
and the Way Out, written by William Pember Reeves, a
former minister of education in New Zealand, where he had
discovered the way out which with some effect he urged
upon the British.8

The extension of political democracy soon led to a quick-
ened impulse for social experiment, which was exploited by
the Liberal party when it came to power in 1891, resolved
to deal boldly with the crucial issues of land and labour.
"When a people/* remarked John Stuart Mill of the Irish,
"have no means of sustenance but the land, the conditions
on which the land can be occupied, and support derived
from it, are all in all." What was true of Ireland applied
equally to New Zealand in the eighties. From 1840, as in
the colonies across the Tasman Sea, the methods of coloni-
zation resulted in alienating or leasing vast acreages to
corporations and wealthy sheep-owners. The provinces reck-
lessly sold the public domain as a painless method of obtaining
revenue. Much land was thus acquired for speculation.
Much was taken up as legitimate sheep-runs by pastoralists
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